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health, when there is time to ascertain their position and
circumstances; and should any person, after admission, be
found capable of paying ordinary medical charges, they are,
by a rule of such institutions, subject to immediate dis-
missal. Whilst an effectual check is thus afforded to im-
position on medical charity, efficient medical attendance is
placed by these institutions within the reach of all the
poorer classes above the position of the pauper. It is found,
too, that the small periodical payments of the patients are
sufficient to defray the cost of their supply of medicine,
and, by the surplus over this cost, to leave a fair sum to be
divided amongst the medical men who attend them. At

Coventry, the medical officers generally receive about &pound; 150
a year each. At Northampton, I believe, the amount an-
jlually paid to the several medical attendants is from &pound;300
to &pound;600. At Derby, Burton-on-Trent, Leicester, and for
the out-patient department of the Albert Hospital, at

Devonport, this plan is also successful.
It must be obvious to anyone who inquires into, and

jenects on, this system of supplying medical aid to the poor
that it has many advantages over the existing modes of
dispensing public and private medical charity. It is a
mistake to suppose that, whilst contending against the ex-
tension of charities to the more affluent, it excludes by " a
hard and fast line" the very indigent from its aid; for
there is in these institutions always a rule to enable any
poor person, labouring under disease, to obtain medical
relief-only, in doing so, endeavouring to prevent his becom-
ing a confirmed recipient of charity.

I feel assured, too, that by our liberal profession a system
which tends to raise the character of the poor will not be
lightly esteemed, and that they will fully appreciate the
importance and great good of raising amongst the indus-
trial classes a spirit of self-reliance and mutual help,
especially in teaching them to co-operate amongst them-
selves, with forethought and providence against times of
sickness and ill-health, which are always to them times of
such severe adversity.-I am, Sir, yours faithfully,
Torquay, April 9, 1870. C. B. NANKIVELL, M.D.
P.S.-I would beg to add a caution against any attempt

to combine in one institution the provident and gratuitous
.systems of dispensaries. Such attempts have always failed.

C&AElig;SAREAN SECTION.

J. BRAXTON HICKS, M.D., F.R.S.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,-In the last number of your journal a notice is given,
under the head of Foreign Gleanings, of a modification in the
operation of Csesarean section, by M. Tarnier, which is de-
scribed as consisting of uniting the edges of the external
wound and that of the uterus by sutures, so as to prevent
the flowing of blood into the peritoneal cavity subsequently
to the operation.
Would you allow me to state that this plan has already

been suggested as far back as March, 1868 (vol. x. of Ob-
stetrical Transactions, London, p. 48) by me, and the reason
given; and also that I applied the plan (successfully as far
as prevention of effusion was concerned) in a case which
occurred early in 1869, and was described before the Ob-
stetrical Society soon after, and will be found in the forth-
coming Obstetrical Transactions, vol. xi.
There is a slight difference in M. Tarnier’s suggestion-

viz., he unites the uterus and parietal wound before incising
the uterus ; I did it after. And for this reason, that when
the uterus is empty, the relation of parietal and uterine
wall wonderfully alters. By M. Tarnier’s mode the strain on
.the sutures would be very severe. However, he is quite
correct in ascribing serious results to effusion of the
uterine secretions and blood through the gaping wound in
the uterine walls.-I am. Sir. vour obedient servant.

St. Thomas-street, S.E., April 20th, 1870.

MEDICAL TITLES.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,-The College of Physicians have evidently been
caught napping. During the time they have taken to decide
upon the status of their Licentiates) they might have been

better employed, as it is quite a case of love’s labour lost.
The opinion of Messrs. Roundell Palmer and Denman
confirms every sensible person’s idea-namely, that a Licen-
tiate of a College of Physicians, if anything, could only be
a Physician; and, that being duly admitted, we have now
the established Medical University so long wished for;
because, according to Mansfield, Denman, and Coke, Phy-
sicia’is are &deg;&deg;Doctors of Physic," and if so what can they
append to their names but M.D., &c. ?
Thus the anxious and vexed question as to whom and

what are Licentiates has been finally solved, and that by
the very institution so anxious to degrade them.

I am, Sir, your obedient servant,
April 23rd, 1870. M.D. and L.R.C.P.L.
P.S.-Let all Licentiates unite and demand their proper

and legal standing.
The College of Physicians, doubtless, has been caught

napping, as our correspondent suggests. But so far from

rejoicing in the fact, or desiring to encourage Licentiates
generally to call themselves Physicians, we protest against
the scheme as a mere robbery. As for such persons being
allowed to sign themselves M.D., that is not merely unjust
in itself, but, luckily, it is too absurd to be entertained for
a moment. The title of M.D. signifies definitely that its
holder has passed through a university curriculum.&mdash;ED. L.

THE SPECIAL CONSTABLE AT THE COLLEGE
OF SURGEONS.

CHRISTOPHER HEATH, F.R.C.S.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR,-As the President of the College of Surgeons did

not hesitate to deny publicly the accuracy of my statement
that one of the porters of the College had been sworn in a
special constable prior to the meeting of the Fellows and
Members on the 24th March, I took the trouble to call in
Bow-street on Monday last, and ascertained from Mr.

Burnaby, the chief clerk, that Mr. Stone came to him three
days before the meeting, and stated the wish of the College
authorities that a constable should be sworn in, as a dis-
turbance was anticipated. Mr. Burnaby referred the College
to Scotland-yard ; and I have to-day, in answer to inquiry
addressed to the Chief Commissioner, received an official

letter, signed by Colonel Henderson, of which the following

is a copy :- " Whitehall-place, April 27th, 1870.
’ " SIR, I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter
of the 26th inst., and to acquaint you, in reply, that at the
request of the President of the College of Surgeons, the
resident porter was sworn in as a special constable on the
23rd March last, to prevent felonies and disorder."
’, Comment upon the above is unnecessary. I merely re-
quest that you will enable the members of the profession
to appreciate the facts of the case.
, I am, Sir, your obedient servant,

Cavendish-place, April 27th, 1870.

PARIS.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

THE EPIDEMIC OF SMALL-POX IN PARIS: INTERESTING

STATISTICAL DETAILS.

THE small-pox epidemic in Paris is now stationary, the
number of deaths per week varying from 100 to 120. If we
are to trust the statement which has been made in an able
article published by Dr. Vacher in La Gazette M&eacute;dieale, and
which he has grounded on a series of foregoing facts, the
epidemic has not even reached its culminating point, and
will scarcely do so before the end of April or the beginning
of May.
M. Vacher’s article contains many noteworthy statistical

facts in regard to the present epidemic, and which I am
sure will be of interest to your readers. I shall therefore
sum up as briefly as possible, under a few headings, the
most striking facts which he has advanced.


